HSAC Members: February 12,, 2009

Please find attached the Helicopter Safety Advisory Conference (HSAC) 2008 Gulf of
Mexico Offshore Helicopter Operations and Safety Review''. The membership support
and response from 13 helicopter operators for this review is not only appreciated, but
vital in establishing a meaningful report. Continued support is encouraged for the
future.

The Gulf of Mexico (GoM) has experienced a consolidation of operators in recent years,
having gone from 22 operators several years ago to 13 now. The 2 accidents recorded in
2008 are the fewest recorded in the GoM since HSAC began gathering statistics in 1984,
and indicate a steady decrease in events since the high level of accidents in 2003/2004.
This positive trend may be due in part to the emphasized safety focus of HSAC members
and the publication / implementation of a number of HSAC Recommended Practices
addressing casual factors.

The 2008 GoM oil industry helicopter accident rate per 100,000 flight hours was 0.49
with a total of 2 accidents (one each single engine and light twin) compared to a 25-year
annual average accident rate of 1.79. The fatal accident rate per 100,000 flight hours
during 2008 was 0.24 with one fatal accident (5 fatalities) compared to a 25-year average
of 0.62.

In the last 5 years, there have been 33 accidents of which 10 were fatal (30%), resulting
in 30 fatalities and 36 injuries. The leading causes, not all inclusive, of accidents in the
last 10 years have been:

18 engine related

14 loss of control or improper procedures
12 helideck obstacle strikes

10 controlled flight into terrain

8 each tail rotor failure

HSAC has published a number of Recommended Practices to address these issues and
they can be reviewed at www.HSAC.org. We are optimistic that by sharing this
information with all operators and other oil industry group's, safety initiatives may be
developed and implemented to further reduce accidents and incidents.

Bob Williams

Industry Liaison Committee Member



GULF OF MEXICO OFFSHORE HELICOPTER OPERATIONAL DATA
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* Data extracted from voluntary input of 12 helicopter operators in the Gulf of Mexico

GULF OF MEXICO OFFSHORE HELICOPTER OPERATIONAL DATA DETAILS
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GULF OF MEXICO HELICOPTER FLEET OPERATIONAL DATA

Averages Per 2006 | 2007 | 2008 Averages Per 2006 = 2007 | 2008

Helicopter Helicopter
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Day Week Per Aircraft
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Average Flight 20 19 20 Passengers Flown| 4,730 | 4,874 @ 5,330

Duration in Min. Per Year

As a service to the Helicopter Safety Advisory Conference (HSAC) membership, this
Gulf of Mexico Offshore Helicopter Statistical Report is compiled annually from
information submitted voluntarily by the membership and helicopter operators. The
information is neither verified nor reviewed for accuracy and should be treated as
unofficial. The data is believed to be representative; however, the HSAC assumes no
liability for accuracy or completeness.

2008 GULF OF MEXICO OFFSHORE HELCOPTER ACCIDENT DATA
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* Note - There was one additional ditching in 2009 due to loss of power that was not
recorded as an accident.

2008 GULF OF MEXICO OFFSHORE HELICOPTER ACCIDENT CAUSES/INFO

Typ |Pow|Oth [Tie [Loss |Loo |[Flight [FuellObstacle |Fue|Weat [Un[Pax [Helid |[Fatalit

e ler ler |- [Contr [se |Into |Mg |Strike | |her |k |Contjeck lies
Loss do folor |Car [Terraijmt |Helid |Oth|Qu [non- rol or Due
I wn (Impro [go |n, eck ler ll. ICFIT HLO| Desi [To
mul per Water Proc |gn or [Engin
i- Pro [Proced (CFIT ed. [Size e
caus c. | W) Issues [Malf.
e

’Technica Pilot Procedure Related
|

Sing
le |0* 0 |0 [0 0 0 |0 0O 0 |0 10 0 |0

Lig

09-
07 18 B8 2 |14 4 |10 5 11 1 14 2 7 4 19 |6
Ttls

FIVE YEAR GULF OF MEXICO OFFSHORE HELICOPTER ACCIDENT DATA

Number Of Injury Classification Aircraft Aviation Accident
Accidents Damages
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