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Safety Staircase – Top 5 Helideck Events
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* Events were provided from January 2016 to December 2018 from IOGP, Chevron & CHC Helicopter



Helideck Workgroup Safety 

Opportunities
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Helideck Equipment Serviceability/Maintenance
Helicopter Fueling/Fuel Control
Passenger/Baggage Handling
Communications (Offshore Facility to Helicopter)
Helideck Team Training and Competence
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Helideck Awareness Video for Helideck Teams
(IOGP Initiative /w support from HOHWG)
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Opportunity 1: Helideck Equipment 
Serviceability/Maintenance

Proposed way ahead: Development of a Master Minimum Helideck 
Equipment List (MMHEL) 

• Analogue to a MMEL for Aircraft Type Airworthiness

• Now for specific Helideck Type Operational Readiness
• A Minimum Helideck Equipment list (MHEL) is a list which provides for

the safe operation of an offshore helideck, subject to specified
conditions, with particular equipment inoperative (which is) prepared
by a Helideck Owner in conformity with, or more restrictive than, the
Master MHEL (MMHEL) established for the Helideck Type.

• The MHEL is approved by the Helideck Owner as a minimum and,
where applicable, by the Helideck Owner’s national aviation authority.
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Master Minimum Helideck Equipment List 
(MMHEL) 

• The Master Minimum Helideck Equipment List (MMHEL) is a list established for a
particular helideck type by the HeliOffshore Helideck Workgroup (HOHWG), which
identifies items which individually may be unserviceable at the commencement of a
helideck operations, in addition to Safety Critical Equipment that may not be
unserviceable. The MMHEL may be associated with special operating conditions,
limitations or procedures.

• The helideck owner shall include in the Helideck Operations Manual (HOM) for each
facility a location specific Minimum Helideck Equipment List (MHEL), as a minimum
approved by the Helideck Owner and, where applicable, by the Helideck Owner’s
national aviation authority. This MHEL which will enable the Helicopter Landing
Officer (HLO) to determine whether helideck operations may be commenced should
any helideck operations related instrument, equipment or systems become
inoperative.
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Master Minimum Helideck Equipment List 
(MMHEL)
• A helideck owner may not operate a helideck which does not comply with the

approved MHEL, except with the explicit permission of the Appropriate Regulatory
Authority, usually the NAA when the MHEL is approved by them, or with the explicit
permission of the helideck owner and helicopter operator in case the MHEL is only
approved by the helideck owner. Such permission will not be granted to allow the
helideck to be used outside conditions set by the corresponding MMHEL.

• In most cases, multiple unserviceabilities of unrelated helideck equipment/systems
cannot be addressed by an MMHEL nor, therefore, by an MHEL. The decision as to
whether or not to accept for use a helideck which has multiple unserviceabilities,
which would individually be allowable by MHEL provisions, ultimately rests with the
designated HLO, subject to guidance promulgated on a proactive or ad hoc basis by
the helideck owner.

• In any case, if multiple unserviceabilities exist, the MHEL should be consulted for each
individual item to check if there are any incompatibilities for each of the associated
readiness for use conditions.

32



Draft Potential Layout of an MMHEL
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Safety Critical Equipment
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