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HSAC Patrol Captain Minimum Requirements  
Aerial Observations (RP) # 2006-3 

 
 
Background: 
 
Aircraft operators should ensure PIC and PIC candidates meet applicable certification, minimum experience 
levels and undergo initial and recurrent training. 
 
Recommended Practices:  
  

Requirements PIC 
Airman Certificates & Ratings 

Commercial Pilot Certificate or an Airline Transport Pilot 
Certificate 
Instrument Rating or an Airline Transport Pilot Certificate 
Appropriate Category Rating 
Appropriate Class Rating 
Valid Second Class Medical Certificate 

Minimum 

Flight Time (2) 
1500 Hours Total Flight Time  
500 Hours Cross Country Flight Time 
25 Hours of Night Flight  
25 Hours in Make and Model 
50 Hours Aerial Patrol Experience 

Minimum 

Programs 
DOT Operator Qualification Program Completed (If applicable) 
Enrolled in operator approved Drug & Alcohol Program 

Minimum 

Training 
Annual Recurrent Flight Training (1) 
Annual Recurrent Ground Training and Testing 
Annual ADM / CRM Training 
IIMC/ Emergency Training 
Annual Maintenance Training 
Annual Flight / Line Check  (1) 

Minimum 

Annual Simulator / IFR Training Highly  Recommended 
 

(1) Six months between Recurrent Flight Training and Flight / Line Check 
(2) Predicated on single engine airplane for Aerial Observation 

 
 
 Recommended Practices (RP) are published under the direction of the Helicopter Safety Advisory Conference 
(HSAC), P.O. Box 60220, Houston, Texas, 77205.  RPs are a medium for discussion of aviation operational safety 
pertinent to the energy exploration and production industry in the Gulf of Mexico.  RPs are not intended to replace 
individual engineering or corporate judgement nor to replace instruction in company manuals or government 
regulations.  Suggestions for subject matter are cordially invited. 
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