








HSAC Safety & RP Meeting Notes
 

Attachment #1



Proposal for New RP Methodology

• A previous suggestion has re‐surfaced 
 regarding how RP’s are recorded and 

 managed.
• Can we adopt the majority of OGP AMG?
• Could/should we write a HSAC Operational 

 Management Guide with current RP’s within?



Website review
Remove RP’s
92.5 Closed Helidecks

 

& 92.1 Helideck

 

Operational Hazards

Update required 
High Density Traffic Area Procedures

Outbound Traffic Will 
1. When departing a heliport within the traffic advisory area, will call 

 
prior to taking off, and wait a few seconds for the traffic advisory for 

 
another aircraft to report with any conflicting traffic, before beginning a 

 
take‐off. 

2. Execute an expeditious climb above 700‐feet to desired cruising 

 
altitude. 

3. Call “Clear of the area”

 

10‐nautical miles from the departure point, 

 
including altitude and direction except when operating from a Tower 

 
controlled airport.



Website Review

• Remove area agreement maps from site. 
• Update Nav

 
Charts to include; Galliano and 

 remove tower controlled airports, such as GLS 
 and Houma.  Terry Gambell?



RP Update Projects

• Bristow has made significant suggested 
 changes to HSAC RP 2004‐2 and these will be 

 passed on soon for update on the website
• An EOC RP is required and will be developed 

 for editing before the next meeting.  
 Participants include; Mark Adolph, Terry 

 Kaufman & Jason Glynn



              Attachment #2 
 
 
 
FLIGHT FOLLOWING /ADSB COMMITTEE   
January 12, 2012 
 
 
 
FAA HOUSTON CENTER ITEMS 
 
Houston Center is working with Navy Pensacola to obtain better access into Warning Area 
155 for our helicopters.  They have had quite a bit of success, and should be able to 
accommodate us much more easily in the future. 
 
We discussed areas with poor communication in the Gulf.  The middle portion of the 
Mississippi Canyon Area is one location that it is very difficult to reach Houston Center.  
They will try to determine what can be done to alleviate the problem. 
 
Flight 2012 goes into effect on November 15, 2012.  All flight plans will have to be in the 
ICAO format at that time. 
 
 
AERONAUTICAL FREQUENCY COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 
The FAA is beginning work on a Data Communication Program that would allow direct 
data link between Air Traffic Controllers and pilots in the aircraft.  This would enable 
clearances to be sent directly to the aircraft.  They are shooting for a 2015 to 2018 
timeframe. 
 
The FAA is seeking bidders to create a space-based ADS-B system.  This would provide 
services in remote locations, and serve as a backup to land-based systems. 
 
The 2012 National Defense Authorization Act seeks test sites for Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicles.  Law Enforcement, Agriculture, and Pipeline/Power line patrol, are looking to use 
UAV in the future. 
 
The Administration’s Jobs Bill does not consider ATC frequencies as safety related like they 
do police, fire, and EMS. 
 
Radio Station inspections reveal problems, such as, operating on wrong frequency, operating 
on unauthorized frequency, radios not labeled with authorized frequency, radio equipment 
not FCC approved, ASRI stickers not placed at sites. 
 
 
HSAC FREQUENCY CARDS 
 
A good amount of time was spent discussing the HSAC Frequency Cards.  We are looking 
to automate the cards.  Plans are to create the cards in Excel or similar program and put it 
on the HSAC website.  Each operator would have an individual with password protected 
access to the information.  These people could make changes as they occur, and send an 
email out to let everyone know the card has been updated.   
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The ADS-B AWOS would have only the location and frequency on the card, since phone 
numbers change each time a platform changes hands.  The coordinates are not needed on 
the card since the Block # is on there. 
 
We will look at the need for the hospital information on the cards, since Comm. Centers 
have the information and can pass it to the pilots. 
 
We decided to issue the card just like in the past for this year, and spend the next year 
creating the revised card for digital distribution. 
 











Latch locked but not fastened to airframe.  Even with the high 
 visibility orange paint it can appear to be latched depending on
 the curvature of the cowling.



The Aviation Industry has developed Secondary Latch Installations for 

 aircraft.

• The secondary latches has been designed to stop cowlings from 
opening during flight, when the primary latches are incorrectly 
fastened, not fastened or are worn and have failed.

• The secondary latches automatically secure as soon as the cowling 
touches the airframe without any further action from the pilot or 
maintenance technicians.

• Primary features:

• One secondary latch per cowling

• Single push button release

• No warning light in the cockpit is needed



Secondary latch and receptacle



Secondary Latch System, the purpose is to provide an extra measure of safety 

 in the event there is a problem with the primary cowling latches.



When the cowling is fully lowered the latch is guided through the receptacle.  The 

 
latch fingers are spring loaded to the outward position. The cowling can only open as 

 
far as the lock fingers allow before it contacts the receptacle.

 

To open the cowling the 

 
release button must be depressed.

Release button

Lock fingers spring 

 
loaded outward



This would be a typical installation on an engine cowling. 
The additional cowling latch would be located in the 
forward part of engine cowling, just aft of the forward 

primary latch.  



Aircraft Cowling Safety

• Prior to flight:
• Be aware of human factor issues.
• Have a good pre flight and final walk around 

 inspection.
• Always double check any cowling or access 

 door when in doubt.
• Installation of Secondary Latch Systems can 

 add an extra measure of safety.



End of PresentationEnd of Presentation
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
43 ADS-B equipped today (39 PHI; 4 ERA)

Total IFR capable aircraft in GoM fleet = 126*

*2010 HSAC statistic

Percentage: 34%  43/126

 

Total # of aircraft affected by upgrade paths: 81

S76/S92: 43 (39 PHI; 4 ERA)

AW139: 38 (20 ERA; 9 Chevron; 9 PHI)

Percentage: 64%  81/126

 

Note: I don't consider VIH Cougar and Bristow in the percentage since they were not early adopters, but who will benefit from the upgrade.
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